
TYPE OF SCALES IN FISHES  





There are few type of scales based on their structure and shape. The 

different types of scales are often characteristics of the species. On the basis 

of shape, scales are of four types: 

1. Plate like or placoid scales, which develop from epidermis and dermis 

and commonly found in Elasmobranches. 

2. Non-placoid scales, which develop from the dermis. 

These scales are following different types: 

a) Cosmoid Scales found in Latemeria. 

b) Ganoid scales, common among gars and sturgeons. 

c) Cycloid scales found in Burbot and soft-rayed fishes 

d) Ctenoid scales, characteristics of spiny-rayed bony fishes 

(Acanthopterygii). 

The Cycloid and ctenoid scales are also known as bony ridge scales.  





















USES OF SCALES  


