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Fig.: Primary Succession  

Fig.: Secondary Succession  









Clements, being the most influential ecologists to suggest the mechanism of 

succession, in Plant Succession: An Analysis of the Development of Vegetation 

(1916), stated the succession a universal process of community development. He 

believed firmly that climate was the main driving factor in determining the type of 

vegetation during succession. As per his philosophy, climates are like genomes, 

and vegetation is like an organism whose characteristics its genome determines. 

The final step in vegetation succession he referred to as a climax. He recognized 

the following basic processes in succession:   











General process of succession with different developmental stages, viz., pioneer, 

seral and climax communities under the influence of physical environment, 

taking the examples of hydrosere and xerosere are shown in Fig.  




















