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Disinfectants: Formalin, Bleaching Powder, RKO 

 

Disinfection is the process of eliminating the infective germs causing disease from 

an environment. It can be either through exposing the appliances or environment to 

heat or strong light or strong gases or chemicals. Chemicals like formalin (now 

banned), bleaching powder and chlorine dioxide are used for disinfecting the 

rearing house as well as the appliances. Rarely, steam is used as a source of heat 

and burning sulphur to produce sulphur dioxide gas for disinfection. Usually, the 

rearing trays and other appliances are exposed to sunlight to kill the germs. 

Bleaching powder in water and chlorine dioxide with around 2% chlorine in the 

solution is used as disinfectants. Slaked lime is used on the floor and around the 

rearing house to prevent entry of live germs carried by feet of workers. 
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